Social validation of goals, procedures, and effects in public health.
By relying solely on tests of statistical significance as the measure of success for interventions in public health, and in community-based participatory research, we can miss important social dimensions of the project. These dimensions include how our interventions might affect the lives of participants (social validity) and the lives of people more broadly (clinical or public health significance). Social validation procedures were originally developed to assess the acceptability of procedures and effects of behavioral interventions among clients and consumers. This article describes the methods used to obtain social validity data for goals, procedures, and effects of interventions in health settings. The challenges in using these procedures are also discussed, and suggestions are offered for future research and practice in this area.